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“Plate 1. Wheat roots were revealed below a 35:65 wax: Vaseline 
layer by splitting the PVC column in half lengthwise and washing 
away soil. Plants were grown under well-watered conditions for two 
weeks, then water was withheld until harvest at 52 days after sowing. 
The cultivar Chuan Mai 18 failed to penetrated the wax layer (A) and 
plants died before harvest. In contrast, two seminal roots of Halberd 
penetrated the wax layer (B) and root access to water and nutrients 
ensured continued plant growth and development. pp.135-149” 
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